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 The CFNRC Foundation has been contrib-
uting to outstanding community projects for 
ten plus years, investing over $125,000 back 
into the communities of Northern Rosebud 
County.  The 2020 spring granting cycle pro-
duced another round of exceptional applica-
tions and projects, with a record 
$24,959  being rewarded, $19,959 from the 
CFNRC fund and $1,000 from Edna Olson. 
 
   “Congratulations to all grant recipients”, 
said Robert Engle, current CFNRC President. 
“And we are especially excited to award the 
first ever CFNRC Signature Grant in the 
amount of $10,000 to the Rosebud Commu-
nity Center Association for their Rosebud 
Community Center Addition Project. The 
Rosebud grantees did a lot of work applying 
for this grant.” 
 
“I was really impressed with all the grant ap-
plications,” said CFNRC board Secretary Cher-
yl Schwarzkopf, “We had applications for 
everything from the Forsyth High School 
Band to Garfield County Fire to the Garden 
Club to the Ingomar Rodeo Club.” 
    
If a community organization is considering 
applying for a Grant during the next CFNRC 
granting cycle in Spring 2021, Grant Applica-
tions and upcoming dates are available on 
the web at www.cfnrc.org and at First State 
Bank or the Rosebud-Treasure County Exten-
sion Office.   
    
For answers to other CFNRC Grant appli-
cation questions, contact Jennifer Ander-
son (CFNRC former board member and 
current advisor) at the Extension Office, 
346-7320 or  
jennifer.anderson@montana.edu.  
 

GRANTS FUNDED 
It is important to note that funds are 
awarded through a strategic granting 
process. Below is a list of the projects 

funded (in no particular order): 
 

The Council on Aging: 
    Oral History Taping 
Forsyth Golf Course: 
    Tree Assessment 

Rosebud High School: 
     Science Room Update 

City of Forsyth: 
     Historical Guide Printing 

Forsyth Hiram Lodge 
     Bikes for Books 2021 

The Archery Club:  
     Pronghorn Archery Targets 

Tri City Recreation: 
    Ingomar Community Center 

Ingomar Rodeo Club: 
    Rodeo Bucking Chutes 

Forsyth Garden Club: 
    Barrels and Flowers 

Lil’ Buds Daycare 
     Facility & Program Updates 

Forsyth High School Band 
     Equipment Updates 

Garfield Fire Safety 
     Rural Fire Education Program 

Rosebud Community Association 
     Community Center Improvements 

 



 

 

First Ever CFNRC $10,000 Signature Grant Awarded  

   The Rosebud Community Association is the recipient of 
the first CFNRC Signature Grant, the $10,000 will go to an 
addition to the community event center. 
   The recently designated CFNRC Signature Grant offers 
the opportunity for larger, more ambitious projects to be 
funded; projects that can make an even bigger impact on 
our communities. “The awarding of such a large grant has 
happened because of the tremendous support the CFNRC 
receives from the community,” reflected Darrell Grogan, 
former CFNRC President and current Fund Advisor, “That 
support has allowed us to expand granting possibilities.”  
   “Rosebud did a tremendous job with their proposal,” 
added CFNRC Vice-President Charlee Prince, “They cited 
continuing previous improvements, carefully laid out their 
project with maps and photos, supplied a detailed budget 
and included a very specific plan to achieve their goals.” 
 In the early years of the Foundation the Rosebud Schools 
received one of the first grants for $300 to plant grass and 
trees in a vacant lot the high school kids had worked to 
clean up.  Twelve years later, the community’s vision for 
this project is still going strong. The community hosts an 
annual July 3rd celebration that attracts over 200 people 
each year.  They also host weddings, memorials, and holi-
day celebrations.   
   At a community foundation gathering Lane Buck spoke 
passionately about the progress her community has 

Rosebud Community Park looks to expand with grant funds from CFNRC 

made, “it is our community center, it’s our only place we 
have.  If it wasn’t for the Community Foundation, we would 
not have this. It’s beyond ripples, it’s waves.  Rosebud is a 
different place today than it was ten years ago because of 
the Community Foundation.”  
   Organizations with bigger projects may be interested in 
applying for the 2021 Signature Grant which will be available 
in February of 2021.  More information on the grant applica-
tion can be found at the CFNRC website:  www.cfnrc.org 

CFNRC Efforts Assist Emergency Preparedness  

PHOTO: Community members enjoy the July 3rd celebration in the park creat-

ed by the association and assisted by the CFNRC grants. 

    “Disaster Preparedness in Northern Rosebud County, is an 
extremely important activity for the Community Foundation of 
Northern Rosebud County (CFNRC) to invest in,” said Robert 
Engle, current President of the CFNRC board. “This year we de-
cided to focus on how to provide greater assistance in this area.” 
    “The Montana Community Foundation (MCF) offered a real 
opportunity to us in August 2019,” added CFNRC VP Charlee 
Prince, “asking if our foundation would be interested in partici-
pating in a program to encourage foundation involvement in our 
local Disaster and Emergency relief. We voted a resounding yes.” 
    CFNRC agreed to participate in, and then completed a Com-
munity Disaster Preparedness Toolkit summarizing the resources 
available in our area, as well as considering how our local foun-
dation could assist in the event of disaster.   “We met with our 
local Emergency Services Committee, added CFNRC Fund Rep 
Darrell Grogan, “and we now attend regular meetings with 
them.  We have volunteered to help wherever we can.  Our local 
Emergency Services Committee is well organized and prepared 
as much as possible for various types of disaster events.”   

 
    During this Spring’s granting cycle, the CFNRC provided a 
grant to Garfield County Fire Association to assist them in 
developing a video series for training youth about fire pre-
vention and safety with the goal of providing the program 
for all schools. “This demonstrated how our community 
foundations can play a vital role in funding collection and 
distribution for disaster relief,” said Prince. 
     Also, in the event of a disaster, CFNRC has agreed to be a 
channel for collection and distribution of funds.  “We also 
could be called upon to help with finding and coordinating 
volunteers,” added Engle.   
     Through CFNRC efforts, CFNRC has received $1,750 from 
the MCF to pass through toward a project of the Emergency 
Services Committee.  Plans are to have an electronic reader 
board to be used for education and safety messages, as well 
as providing information and directions during a disas-
ter.  CFNRC was one of the two completed MCF Disaster 
Preparedness projects. “Contact Keith Raymond (Disaster 
Emergency Services Manager) at 346-7968 if you are inter-
ested in donating to this project,” said Grogan.  

 

 

How does a community foundation work? 
Understanding how community foundations work can be confusing.  Below is a great graphic that demonstrates a 
community foundation cycle.   
 
• It begins with YOU the donor, and the great thing about community foundations is that anyone can be a do-

nor. CFNRC accepts donations of all shapes and sizes. 
• Next, determine what YOUR goal is.  Why are you giving?  Is your gift in memory or recognition of a loved 

one?  Do you want to establish your own fund?  These are things CFNRC can help you with, and because we 
are an affiliate of Montana Community Foundation, we have great resources to help you! 

• Make your contribution.  Any amount, anytime — you can always give to the Foundation, and in some instanc-
es you can benefit from your donation.  You can make a planned gift, create your own endowment or give 
annually, there’s many possibilities, just ask us how we can work with you! 

• CFNRC’s investments include the traditional endowment that was created by the Swede Schlesinger family 
along with the newly created Forsyth Aquatic and Recreation Center Fund, which was created by an anony-
mous donor.  All donations given, unless otherwise specified, are pooled together in one of these funds (your 
choice). The endowments are managed by Montana Community Foundation and the great thing about 
CFNRC is that these funds will be for the benefit of our communities FOREVER. 

• CFNRC re-invests funds back into the communities of Northern Rosebud County through a strategic granting 
process each spring.  This means groups and organizations can apply for funding that will help make their 
projects possible (like the ones spotlighted in this newsletter.)   

• Community Impact—not only does CFNRC re-invests in our communities, the Foundation also works to be 
community leaders by bringing groups of folks together to better our communities.  CFNRC looks for oppor-
tunities to provide education and community support for all. 

Thank you for making our community 
foundation possible! 



 

 

YOUR DOLLARS AT WORK IN OUR COMMUNITIES 
Here is some of the great work being done in our communities, projects CFNRC is proud to help 
make happen! Thank you to our donors and our community members who make this all possible! 

Lil’ Buds Day Care Facility Improvements 
 Lil’ Buds began from the local need for available and affordable 

day care.  Although it took time for the facility to take off, it is now 
operating at near capacity and has become designated as a center, 
a big step up.  Because of the  volume of attendance, the facility 
needs to expand as well.   
 

Garden Club Barrels & Flowers 
 The Forsyth Garden Club’s mission is to beautify our community 

of Forsyth .  You can see their great work by the many flower barrels 
the club maintains around town. Each spring this energetic group 
lovingly tends to the barrels by planting, fertilizing and watering 
them throughout summer.  

Rosebud County Council on  
Aging Oral History Project 

“The History We Remember” will focus 
on interviewing and recording communi-
ty elders.  The history we can get from 
our elders will provide a fuller, more ac-
curate picture of the past from a first-
hand account.  The Project plans to start 
in 2020. 

Kindles/Bikes for Books 
 What’s a better incentive for getting kids 
to read than a new bike or kindle?  Since 
2003 the Forsyth Hiram Lodge has been 
promoting youth reading through this 
wonderful program in Forsyth, Rosebud, 
Hysham, Colstrip, Birney and Ashland 
schools.  The long term benefit of this 
program is witnessing the students’ in-
crease in reading skills and growth of 
self-confidence.  

 

Pronghorn Archery Club  
Equipment Upgrades 
 The Pronghorn Archery Club, located 
west of Forsyth, started in 2007 to devel-
op and promote archery through the use 
of centers/ranges open to the public. 
Over 150 club members and community 
members have utilized the facility.  The 
CFNRC grant will help purchase new 
equipment for the facility.  

 

 

Nominate a Community Volunteer! 
Foundation recognizes  
community volunteers with the  
Eldon Rice Spirit of Community Award. 

   Eldon Rice’s imprint on Northern Rosebud County 
is a lasting one.  Eldon served Rosebud County in 
many different capacities for many years. One of the 
last included the CFNRC board.   
   Eldon passed away in 2018 and as a way to honor 
his legacy, the Community Foundation board creat-
ed the Eldon Rice Spirit of Community Award. The 
award  recognizes and shows gratitude for the 
many, many wonderful citizens who demonstrate 
their love of community by volunteering and serving 
and pays it forward.  
   How it works:  anyone can nominate a worthy 
individual by submitting the nomination form found 
on the CFNRC website.  The Foundation will select 
one (or more) recipients who will then choose a 
community project/organization to receive a $1,000 

grant to help com-
plete a community 
project.   
   Started in 2018, 
the first recipient 
was Lane Buck of 
Rosebud who chose 
the Rosebud Com-
munity Park project.  
The 2019 recipients were  Albert and Rita Martens. They 
choose to give their $1,000 grant to the FHS Modern Band 
department and FCCLA program. The CFNRC board will be 
seeking nominations for the 2020 recipient(s) in the fall.  If 
you know of a community member who is a great communi-
ty volunteer, please consider nominating him/her. 

CFNRC Welcomes New Board Members & Officers  

The CFNRC welcomed some new faces 
to the board line up in the past couple 
years.  Since the beginning, the organi-
zation has maintained term limits, 
therefore the crew is always recruiting 
new volunteers. 
   Susan Quinlan of Forsyth is the most 
recent addition, joining the board in 
2019.  Susan’s grandparents home-
steaded in Northern Rosebud County 
and she’s lived in Forsyth most of her 
life.  She taught elementary school for 
34 years here in Forsyth. She enjoys 
quilting, reading, gardening and spend-
ing time with her grandchildren.  She’s 

excited to join the CFNRC board and be a 
part of such a worthwhile cause.   
    Charlee Prince, also of Forsyth, joined 
the board in 2018.  Charlee  is married to 
David and mom to Alex and Cale 
Matteson.  She works for Prince Inc and 
has spent  over thirty years working in 
Emergency Medical Services as an EMT 
and then as a paramedic in Forsyth, Har-
din and Lame Deer.  She sits on the Mon-
tana Contractors Board of Compensation 
Fund Board of Directors.  She says, “I’m 
enjoying my time on the CFNRC board I 
like seeing all the projects the people of 
this area make happen to improve the 

 
President:  Robert Engle 
Vice President: Charlee Prince 
Secretary:  Cheryl Schwarzkoph 
Treasurer:  Hollis Espy 
Linda Lou Crosby  
Julia Ferguson  
Susan Quinlan 
Fund Rep/MCF Liaison:  Darrel Grogan 
Past President: Jill Mackley 

Albert & Rita Martens, 
the 2019 Eldon Rice  
Spirit of Community 
recipients, are seen 
here with board rep 
Darrell Grogan. 

quality of life for all of us.”    
   If interested in serving on the board or 
volunteering for CFNRC, please contact 
any of these individuals to learn more. 
 

LEFT: Another bike 
winner from the Hiram 
Lodge’s Books for Bike 
program.   
RIGHT:  Ingomar Ro-
deo Club receives 
check for a new roping 
chute. 



 

 

 

 

Building the Future…  

First State Bank 
Spannagel 66 Quarter Circle Ranch,  
    Eli & Jeanne Spannagel 
Harvey & Hazel Walter 
Forsyth AAU Swim Team Fund, Jason Forberg 
Spanwell Service, Inc, Richard & Celeste Rohrich 
State Farm Foundation 
 

Bill & Cheryl Schwarzkoph 
C&K Meats, Curt & Karla Gambill 
Dennis Koptizke 
Gary & Judy Campbell 
Jack & Julia Ferguson 
Sundowner Inn, Joe & Carolyn Wilson 
Shan Kuntz Insurance Agency, Shan Kuntz 
 

TK Kanter & Angela Campbell 
Jim & Connie Cope 
Raymond & Anne Smith 
Robert & Jeanne Clark 
Robert & Joan Engle 
29 Livestock, Scott & Jennifer Anderson 
 
 

Gifts From The Heart 

 

Ray & Betty Clark by Eric & Kay Roeslein 
Betty Clark by Joe & Carolyn Wilson 
Betty Clark by Robert & Jeanne Clark 
Dale Adams by Kirk & Jill Mackley 
Dale Adams by Ellen Coker 
Dale Adams by J.R. & Mariellen Lee 
Dan Biery by Jack & Julia Ferguson 
Ed Hein by Mark & Linda Hubbard 
Ed Hein by Jack & Julia Ferguson 
Don Cookman by Mark & Linda Hubbard 

Forsyth Public School by Jim & Connie Cope 
Frances Davis by Floyd & Jean Dahlman 
Frances Davis by Jack & Julia Ferguson 
Hugh Krueger by Ed & Pearl Hein 
Jack Truscott by Mark & Linda Hubbard 
Jim Heal by Barb Heal 
John Bailey by Jack & Julia Ferguson 
Mariellen Lee by Jack & Julia Ferguson 
Mariellen Lee by Hugh & Hollis Espy 

Mariellen Lee by Jaime & Wanda Lee 
Reg Hoff by Carol Quinlan 
Robert (Bob) Clark by Glen & Joyce Stewart 
Robert (Bob) Clark by Jeanne Clark 
Robert Thiesen by Jack & Julia Ferguson 
Theresa Prince by David & Charlee Prince 
Vern & Irene Engle by Robert & Joan Engle 
Walter & Esther Dean by Marcyes Schmaus 
Zachary Spannagel by Eli & Jeanne Spannagel 

Alan & Jane Erickson 
Barb Heal 
Carol Quinlan 
David & Charlee Prince 
Jen Pinkerton Photography 
Darrell & Steffani Grogan 
Doug & Cheryl Heser 
Ed & Pearl Hein 
Ed & Jana Copps 
Ellen Coker 
Elmer & Mary Heberle 
Erick & Kay Roeslein 
Floyd & Jean Dahlman 
Glen & Joyce Stewart 
Diamond H Salon, Hugh & Holly Espy 
Ira Lehmann 
J.R. & Mariellen Lee 
Jaime & Wanda Lee 
Forsyth Feed & Ag Supply, Joe & Sheri Seleg 
Jersey Lilly 
Kirk & Jill Mackley 
Marcyes Schmaus 
Mark & Linda Hubbard 
Nancy May 
Roving Reporter 
Robert & Norma Wegmann 

Anonymous (2) 
Sonja Crocker 
Watson Construction, Stan & Bev Watson 
Longhorn Bar, Wayne & Lane Buck 

 

Justin Ferguson 
Anonymous 

All donations are based on annual contri-
butions EXCEPT the Legacy Level.  Memori-
al & honor givers are listed within the 
Levels of Giving.  We sincerely apologize if 
we misspelled or left anyone out.  We 
make all attempts to include everyone.  If 
you see an error, please don’t hesitate to 
let us know so we can correct it!  THANK 
YOU for your continued support of the 
community foundation.  It is greatly appre-
ciated. 

Sweed Schlesenger Estate (2006) Challenge Grant to start Community Foundation 
Edna Olson  Estate (2010) Established Fund for Youth, granting administered by CFNRC 
Robert & Sue Adams (2013?) Planned Gift Annuity to CFNRC 
First State Bank (2015) Montana Endowment Tax Credit Gift  

Anonymous (2018) Established Aquatic & Rec Center Endowment 
Yellowstone Pharmacy (2018) Barbecue, Bids & Boogie Gift 
Ellen Coker (2018) CFNRC & Aquatic Fund Gift 

 

 

  
 
    Hope all is well with you and your family. The year of 2020 will certainly go down in history as the year of Covid-19.  
This worldwide pandemic has impacted people of all walks of life and has devasted economies. As America and the world 
deals with the tragic consequences of this virus, several recurring themes of strength and hope emerge. We will get 
through this, there will be economic recovery, and there will be a vaccine.  
   The same is true with CFNRC.  In the following pages of this newsletter you will see highlights of our work in 2020. You 
will read stories of success and accomplishments of your foundation. And through it all, you cannot help but sense the 
feel of unity and strength of our foundation…that whatever challenges or crisis we face, our donors will be with us 
through good times and will be with us through this difficult time. The fact that the foundation had a record number of 
grant applications, granted over $22,000.00 another record, to 14 community organizations is a testament to our donors’ 
commitment to the foundations message “building the future …right here”.  
    Covid-19 has severely impacted state economies, forced cancellation of events and strained government agencies and 
services to the public. Foundations and non-profits were put to the test marshalling their philanthropic resources and 
networks to help those most in need. To that end, your foundation board, comprised of volunteers, felt so strong about 
its mission to protect the quality of life and support of local organizations that the grantees were informed, that if funds 
were needed for local emergencies these funds may be reallocated. Not one grantee objected to the possibility its funds 
may be reapportioned. What a wonderful example of community minded individuals. And speaking of community mind-
ed people, your volunteer board members are people who care deeply about their communities. I am privileged to work 
with this team, who willingly attend training seminars, provide news articles, and assist organizations in preparing and 
writing grants.  
   So, the question I present to you is, what can you do to make a difference for the people residing in Northern Rosebud 
County? “Write a check” to help build the permanent endowment which will increase our grantable earnings for the fu-
ture. 
   There are several methods you can use to donate and I ask you to refer to this newsletter, the CFNRC website or Mon-
tana Community Foundation website to educate yourself on the best way to “give” to the endowment fund. With that I 
thank you for your time in reading this newsletter. Take care and stay safe. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Robert Engle, President 
Community Foundation of Northern Rosebud County 

CFNRC President Robert Engle 
and board member Susan 
Quinlan are pictured with FHS 
Band Teacher Mr. Radue and 
FHS students with instruments.  
Mr. Radue received a CFNRC 
grant to support the modern 
band program at the high 
school.  We can’t wait to see 
what great music Mr. Radue 
and students create! 


