
 

 

PO Box  1395 

Forsyth, MT  59327 

Email:  info@cfnrc.org 

Web:  www.cfnrc.org 

 

Formerly Known as the F.A.I.R. Foundation 

 

CFNRC 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Darrell Grogan 

President 
 

Vacant 
Vice President 

 
Celeste Rohrich 

Treasurer 
 

Cheryl Schwarzkoph 
Secretary 

 
Jennifer Anderson 

Jill Mackley 
Holly Espy 

See Us at the Roxy Theater! 

   Next time you think about enjoying a movie at the local Roxy Theatre, 
make sure you arrive a little early to view the promotional add during the 

previews about the Community Foundation. 
   The Community Foundation recognizes many folks just don’t have any 
idea about all the great work being done by our local organizations and the 
Community Foundation.  The short clip provides a brief snip-it of just some 

of the many projects the Community Foundation has helped with.   
   And most of all, we owe it to you, our donors for providing the financial 
support to make all of it possible.  Your generosity keeps our local communi-

ties going! 
    
 

 

 

June  2017 

   Reaching the incredible milestone of 
giving $100,000 back to the communi-

ties through the strategic granting pro-
cess signaled the important need to 
start looking at what kind of positive 
changes could be seen and felt in the 

communities as a result 
of the Community Foun-
dation and the great 

work being done by 
local organizations. 
   CFNRC enlisted the 

assistance of the local 
MSU Extension Service 
and the MSU Local 
Government Center to 

help lead board mem-
bers and grant recipient 
organizations through a 

strategic process called 
“Ripple Mapping.” The 
goal was to identify assets and posi-
tive changes that could be traced 

back to a significant event, in this in-
stance, the grant from the Community 
Foundation. 

   Over  the course of the evening’s 
schedule, fifteen different grant recipi-
ent programs proudly shared their 
project along with their organization’s 

story of positive change.  Some of 
these individual projects are spotlight-
ed in this newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

 

 Turning    

                              into  

   Part of the Ripple Mapping process 
is to map the positive changes that 

have happened as a result of the ini-
tial impact, the grant.  As people 
shared and the map grew, many be-
gan to connect the dots, or the pro-

jects.  The connec-
tion between the 
efforts was obvi-

ous. “All of us have 
a shared interest to 
make it a better 

place to live and 
work,” is what one 
participant said 
after viewing all the 

great work.  After 
the map was com-
plete, another par-

ticipant added, “I 
never realized this 

much is getting done with all these 
grants, that much and all the different 

projects that were getting done.”  
While the most noticeably result of the 
exercise was a greater awareness of 

what the Community Foundation has 
helped create, another was that peo-
ple realized the power of working to-
gether to create an even greater im-

pact. When the future direction of the 
community foundation was brought up 
one participant stated, “ If groups 

would work together to get a larger 
grant to address a larger problem like 
drugs (it would be good).  

 “I never realized this much is get-

ting done with all these grants 

that much and all the different 

projects that were getting done.” 

***************** 

“If you see a paper, you see it. 

But if you see something like this 

(map) it kind of slaps you in the 

face and you realize the impact.” 

Photos— Participants interview each other as part of the 
Ripple Mapping activity. Top: Former board member 
Gordon Dean &  Samaritan’s Pantry Director Bill Parker; 
Middle: Lane Buck talks about the impact in Rosebud with 
Alexis Bell & Robert Engle; Bottom: FHS students Mickey 
Bidwell & Lex Heberle  along with their advisor, Mrs. 
Knoche share their community garden project.  



 

 

 

 

   At the CFNRC, we have seven dedicated, local community members who serve on our hard-
working Board of Directors. We want you to get to know this all-star team!  We think they’re 
pretty amazing – and we’re sure you will, too!  

  

Where are you from originally?  I’m originally from Forsyth – I lived in Bozeman while a 

student at MSU, after I married Richard we lived in Idaho and in Libby before settling in 

Forsyth in 1989. 

What do you do professionally?  Richard and I have operated our company, Spanwell, for 30 years.  We began 

repairing industrial tools in our region and later expanded to manufacturing our own brand of air tools and 

specialty S Hooks.  We sell direct to industrial customers primarily in the US and Canada.  I oversee the 

marketing, sales and accounting. 

Why are you serving on the board of CFNRC?  I’ve served on the board since 2012.  I originally thought that 

serving would be mostly about which service organization project to fund - but it was so much more than that! It 

became an education on how powerful an asset a community foundation can be, how to tell others about it and 

how to grow it.  It’s been a very enriching and worthwhile experience for me to be a part of and a witness to the 

Foundation’s development and growth over the last 5 years.  I’ve truly enjoyed the friendships and the 

commitment and work ethic of my fellow board members. 

If there was one thing you wanted people to know about the CFNRC, what would it be? The Foundation  is in 

need of volunteers to serve.  Time contributed to this organization creates real and lasting impact on YOUR 

town.  The projects funded by the CFNRC affect people here on a daily basis.  Just read the long list of the many 

projects the foundation has fully funded or helped to fund over the last 10 years.  What an efficient way for a rural 

community to raise funds, invest and grow those funds and distribute them back into LOCAL service 

organization projects and improvements. 

What inspires you? I’m inspired by people who demonstrate tenacity, work hard and can stay focused to reach 

their goals.  

What’s something not very many people know about you?  I’d rather balance the books and do paperwork any 

day than cook a meal – I love it when people cook for me. 

What is one item on your bucket list? One of many is to see Dwight Yoakam live in concert before we’re both 

too old. 

See us at the Rosebud-Treasure County Fair 
July 20-23, 2017 

   Who doesn’t love the fair?  Fair burgers, the carnival, the animals, the night 

shows, and the people. A summer highlight,  the Rosebud-Treasure County Fair 

is the place to be in July.   CFNRC loves it and we know you do to!  The Commu-

nity Foundation will again be on-site with a booth inside the air conditioned ex-

hibit hall.  Stop by and visit with us and see for yourself all the great work your 

financial support has made possible.   

Board Member Spotlight: 

Celeste Rohrich 

 

 

                  CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

      Help the Foundation Reach $500,000 by 2018 

Without you, the CFNRC would not be here today helping with the projects, the people 

and the communities of Northern Rosebud County.  Your gift is important.  The gift you 

give today goes into a permanent endowment.  The endowment is a collection of funds 

that is held in perpetuity (forever).  As the fund grows, the returns, or earnings (interest) 

is used to support the grants given out to projects.  

THANK YOU for your past gift and please consider what more you can give to help your 

Community Foundation meet this goal.  Please fill out the included donation form and 

continue to support the only organization that is helping build the future of Northern 

Rosebud by supporting the projects, people and communities. 

 

Mae Ware by Alan & Jane Erickson 
Joe Vassau by Alan Rolston 
Raymond Clark by Eric & Kay Roeslein 
Eldon Rice by Mark & Linda Hubbard 
Eldon Rice by Buz & Ellen Coker 
Eldon Rice by Gordon Dean 
Eldon Rice by Scott & Jennifer Anderson 
Eldon Rice by Kirk & Jill Mackley 
Eldon Rice by Hugh & Hollis Espy 
Eldon Rice by Cheryl Schwarzkoph 
Eldon Rice by First State Bank 
Eldon Rice by Forsyth Lions Club 
Eldon Rice by Floyd & Jean Dahlman 
Carrol Witcher by Hugh & Hollis Espy 
James Watson Jr. by Cheryl Schwarzkoph 
Ron & Clara Bromley by Cheryl Schwarzkoph 
Jean Barrus by First State Bank 
Harlin Steiger by First State Bank 
Harlin Steiger by Daniel & Marcy McLean 
Eldon Rice by Richard & Celeste Rohrich 
Harlin Steiger by Richard & Celeste Rohrich 
Harlin Steiger By Gary & Judy Campbell 

 
 

 

 

 

The Foundation is pleased and honored to 
recognize those we hold dear to us through 

honorariums and memorials. 

Save up to $10,000 on your  
Montana taxes! 

 
It’s never to early to think about year end planning!  Don’t forget you 

can use the Montana Tax Endowment Credit as a tool to help you 
make a planned gift AND save on taxes! 
 

   Originally enacted in 1997, the Montana Income Tax Credit for en-
dowed Philanthropy encourages charitable giving to qualified en-
dowments by offering incentives to Montana taxpayers. The Montana 
Qualified Endowment Tax Credit allows donors to pay less in Mon-

tana state income taxes when they give a qualifying planned gift to a 
qualified Montana charitable endowment like the Community Founda-
tion’s permanent endowment fund.  An endowment is a fund held 

by a tax exempt organization where the principal of the fund is not 
wholly expendable.  Only the interest and appreciation earned in an 
endowment fund can be used for current operations.  Endowments 

are established to help Montanans meet long-term needs in our com-
munities for education, social services, health care, economic devel-
opment, the arts and more. 
 

Individual Planned Gift: 
Individuals who make a planned gift to CFNRC will receive a tax 
credit of 40% of their gift, with a maximum credit of $10,000 ($20,000 
for joint filers). 
 

Business/Corporation Outright Gift: 
Businesses and corporations that make a direct gift to CFNRC 
will receive a tax credit of 20% of their gift, with a maximum credit of 
$10,000. 
 

It is easy to do: 
For example, a couple would like to take advantage of the Montana 
Charitable Endowment Tax Credit and benefit their favorite nonprof-

its’ endowment funds. They contact the Community Foundation and 
set up a deferred gift annuity for $20,000. They receive a tax 
“credit”  of 40% of this gift /$8,000 plus a significant federal tax de-

duction. The out-of-pocket cost for a deferred gift annuity (deferred 
to full life expectancy) is potentially only about 1/3 of the gift. 



 

 

  CFNRC is especially appreciative of gifts that are 
given in memory and/or recognition of someone 
special.  The Foundation recognizes these special 

gifts within the communication pieces and in the 
Levels of Giving. We will also honor your gift by 
sending a personalized thank you note and 
acknowledgement to all involved in the gift.  This 

includes the giver (the one making the donation) 
and the person, family, etc being recognized.  
 

It’s very easy to do.  Included in the newsletter is a 
donation form.  Complete the form and in the lower 
half, make sure you include the names and if possi-

ble addresses of those you would like us to notify 
about the gift.  This way the Foundation will be able 
share your wonderful gift with everyone. 

A message from our president 

 Darrell Grogan 
     

  YOU CAN START TODAY! 

 
You can start building for the future today by contributing money, assets or time to 

our Community Foundation of Northern Rosebud County.   I know many of you al-
ready have and we sure appreciate your diligence in helping build our foundation 
for future generations in Northern Rosebud County.     

    Today is a good time to update your will (or do one if you haven’t).  Don’t let the courts decide where your 

assets go.  Make sure your intentions for disposition of your assets are met and consider leaving some for our 
Community Foundation as a way to give back for future generations.   
   Contact a financial planner or your accountant today to discuss ways to give.  Consider possible tax benefits 

of donating appreciated assets, retirement funds, or make CFNRC a beneficiary of your life insurance, pension 
plan or IRA.  Evaluate giving with the Montana Endowment Tax Credit and discover big savings in taxes.  We 
can connect you with experts in planned giving when you want to learn details about opportunities for leaving 
your Legacy.   

   Think beyond cash--- You can give stocks, real estate, insurance policies, cattle, or almost any other asset.  
Sometimes this can result in substantial tax savings.  Again, consult your financial planner or accountant.    
If your intentions are to someday give a substantial donation, consider doing that today rather than through your 

estate.  This gives you a chance to see the Foundation continue to grow and positively affect the future of our 
communities through grants.  It also gives us and the community an opportunity to personally thank you as well.    
   One of the most rewarding boards I have served on over the years is the Community Foundation of Northern 
Rosebud County.  It is gratifying to see the Foundation grow while giving grants to projects that “Build our Fu-

ture, Right Here”.  As our rural communities have been shrinking over time, Community Foundations are becom-
ing more important in helping to maintain and improve community assets that improve our quality of life and 
develop our youth as future leaders.     

 
Thank you for your support.   

 
Darrell Grogan  

President, CFNRC 

Honor Loved Ones with a Gift  
to the Community Foundation 

Reasons Being Generous is  
Good for You 

Generosity will make you happier.  It’s not just cool.   
It’s actual science, known as the “helper’s high.”  It’s 
simple, the more you give, the happier you become. 
 
Generosity transforms lives.  Recipients, givers, com-
munities. People are changed, for the better. 
 
Generosity  enhances health.  People who give are not 
just happier, but healthier— it can reduce stress, fight 
depression, enhance your sense of purpose and it’s 
actually shown to increase one’s    

        lifespan.  
 
Generosity evokes gratitude.  The idea of “count your 
blessings” is true.  It can help you be more optimistic.   
 
Generosity is contagious. When YOU give, others will 
be inspired to give.  Those who receive are more like-
ly to pay it forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Eldon grew up in the Savage 

area and after graduating from 

Montana State University landed 

in Rosebud County as the County 

Extension Agent for Rosebud and 

Treasure Counties.  He hit the 

ground running, overseeing a 

variety of 4-H programs and activities, as well as numerous 

other community programs and projects throughout Rosebud 

and Treasure Counties.  From this position he transitioned 

into being the County Planner for Rosebud County.  After 

living a time in Colorado,  he returned to Rosebud County—

with retirement on the horizon.  However, it wasn’t long and 

he was back serving Rosebud County as the County Fair 

Manager. 

   Eldon is survived by his wife, Velma; daughter, Morla E. 

(Mike) Moser; step-son Jess ( Robin) Bardone; Jerette 

(Derick) Mitzkus; siblings: George (Jinny) Rice, Virginia Rahr, 

In Memory of our friend & fellow board member,  
 

ELDON RICE 
October 30, 1933—January 1, 2017 

Eloise Edwards, Buford ( Darlyne) Rice, Bert (Deanna) Rice, 

Steven (Judy) Rice, Emery (Jody) Rice, and Jim (Barb) Rice; 

grandchildren:  Mallori Moser, Brady Mitzkus, Gwendolyn 

Mitzkus, Shannon Duede, and Sara Camp;  and numerous 

nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his par-

ents; sister Loraine Carter; and grandson Mikray George 

Morris Moser.  

   A great majority of Eldon’s career was spent in Rosebud 

County. In his own words he said, “I have served and partici-

pated actively on oodles of boards and committees since my 

arrival in this area over 55 years ago.”    His passion for and 

dedication to serving the people and communities of Rose-

bud County is unmatched.  He will be greatly missed.   

 

     Building the Future Right Here! 
 
The entities listed below represent those whose gifts were given during the Christmas giving season of December 
2016 to Memorial Day, 2017.  Please make a contribution today to be included in our list of donors to be exhibited at 
the Rosebud County Fair 2017. We greatly appreciate your ongoing support! 

LEGACY $5,000+ 
Swede Schlesinger Family 
Edna Olson 
First State Bank of Forsyth  
Robert & Sue Adams 
Yellowstone Pharmacy-Neil & Sharon Donner 
 
VISIONARY $1,000 - $4,999 
Harvey & Hazel Walter 
Spanwell Service Inc.–Richard & Celeste Rohrich 
 
CHAMPION $500 - $999 
Dennis Kopitzke 
Jeri Custer 
 
SUSTAINER $250 - $499 
Justin & Cass Schwend 
Hunnes Family Ranch LLC 
Scott & Jennifer Anderson 
Darrell & Steffani Grogan 

SUPPORTER $50 - $249 
Clark Hardware 
Ed & Pearl Hein 
Robert & Norma Wegmann 
Alan Rolston 
Eric & Kay Roeslein 
Mike Riley 
Marcyes Schmaus 
Forsyth Watering Hole 
Gary & Judith Campbell 
Bruce Lee 
Elmer & Mary Heberle 
Jerry & Elaine Quinlan 
Mark & Linda Hubbard 
Buz & Ellen Coker 
Gordon Dean 
Hugh & Hollis Espy 
Bill & Cheryl Schwarzkoph 
Forsyth Lions Club 
Floyd & Jean Dahlman 

Kirk & Jill Mackley 
Daniel & Marcy McLean 
 
BUILDER $10 - $49 
Alan & Jane Erickson 
Karen Weamer 
Vern & Mary Lynn Taylor 
Harold & Eva Lasater 
Carol Quinlan 
Nancy May 
Vivian Cogdill 

All donations are based on annual contributions EXCEPT the Legacy Level.  Memorial & honor giv-
ers are listed within the Levels of Giving as well.  We apologize if we misspelled or left anyone out.  
We make all attempts to include everyone.  If you see an error, please don’t hesitate to let us know 
so we can correct it! 



 

 

Forsyth Garden Club : Beautifying the Community 
The club received a grant to build & install new benches at the Forsyth Swimming Pool 
and the Senior Center.  The Garden Club enjoys working on projects that beautify and 
enhance the Forsyth community.  This project was somewhat bigger than ones they’ve 
done in the past and they appreciated how different entities came together to help 
out.  Projects like these are important to support as it’s community members working 
together to build pride in our public spaces. 

Your generosity, support and dedication to growing the Community Foundation’s endowment has enabled the 
organization to help over 90 different projects in the past eight years. Here’s a snap shot of some of the most 
recent projects you have helped make possible. 

Generosity at Work in       Communities YOUR OUR 

Forsyth Archery Club :  Enhancing Recreational Opportunities 
This organization received a grant to purchase equipment for their shooting facilities 
west of town. Both youth and adults can participate in the program and enjoy the facili-
ties.  It’s also used for educational programs for youth.  Lastly, the club offers shooting 
competitions throughout the year, which brings folks to town. 

Forsyth Community Garden: Growing Local Foods 
The community garden in Forsyth received a nice addition with the installation of some 
raised bed containers.  This was truly a group effort.  Initiated by Melissa Ashley, MSU 
Extension Agent, the beds were made by the FHS Vo-Ag classes led by Mrs. Jan Banks.  
The tin for the project came from the old hog stalls at the Rosebud County Fair.  These 
stands will allow for more people to participate in the garden. 

Forsyth High School FCCLA Club: Our Youth Leading the Way for Reducing & Reusing  
Morgan Martens and McKenzie Mork, members of the Forsyth High School FCCLA (Family, 
Career and Community Leaders of America)  took on the task of updating the old water foun-
tains at the high school.  The upgrades can fill water bottles, which many students and adults 
carry with them. They are also handicap accessible.  The students  estimate saving over 1,000 
water bottles since the installation and that a couple thousand people have used them, due 
to sporting and other events held at the facilities.  One was also added at the elementary 
school.   

 

 

   When a community works 
together, an empty lot on Main 
Street can equal endless pos-
sibilities.  At least, this is what’s 
happening in the small com-
munity of Rosebud.  What was 
once a big eye-sore, smack 
dab in the middle of the tiny 
town, is on its way to being the 
community’s bright spot. 
   In the early years of the Commu-

nity Foundation, the Rosebud High 
School FCCLA Club, led by long 
time Rosebud teacher and resi-
dent Barb DeCock, decided to roll 

up their sleeves and get busy.  
They applied for and received a 
$300 grant to plant some grass 

and trees in an empty lot.  The 
grass and 
trees aren’t 
the only 

things that 
took root and 
began to 

grow. 
  With the 
continued 
help from the 

Community 
Foundation, 
in just eight 

short years, 
the folks in Rosebud have trans-
formed the empty lot into their one 
and only park-complete with a 

covered pavilion.  This effort trig-
gered the next step,  repurposing 
an adjacent empty building, the 

old music hall, turning it into a 
community center.  Their next big 
project is to add bathrooms and a 
kitchen facility. 

   The addition of a park and com-
munity space is great, but the 
astonishing aspect is what’s hap-

pened because of  the financial 
support of the Community Founda-
tion coupled with the hard work 

and determination of the communi-
ty members.  
   Now that community members 

have a place to gather and cel-
ebrate life’s special occasions, 
they do.  The small community 
holds an annual July 3rd cele-

bration, in the newly created 
park and community center, 
which brings people into town. 

They have hosted memorial 
services, wedding receptions 
and the like.  It has even be-
come a destination spot for pe-

dal bike travelers, who feel 
comfortable overnighting in the 
small park. 

   Long time resident and busi-
ness owner, Lane Buck, speaks 
passionately of the progress 

her community members have 
made in this effort started by 
the youth. She states, “It is our 

community cen-

ter, it’s our only 
place we have.  If 
it wasn’t for the 

Community Foun-
dation, we would 
not have this.  Its 
beyond ripples, 

its waves.  Rose-
bud is a different 
place today than 

it was ten years 
ago because of 
the Community 

Foundation.” 

   At the far back of the park sits 
a bright, white one hundred 
year old gazebo that was 

moved from the old football 
field to its new home as part of the 
overall project.  It proudly represents 
the community’s history, while the lush 

green grass, pavilion and community 
center showcase the present, and 
what a small community can accom-

plish when they have a dream, a little 
financial help, and committed commu-
nity members.    

 “It’s our community center, it’s 

our only place we have.  If it was-

n’t for the Community Founda-

tion, we would not have this.  It’s 

beyond ripples, its waves.  Rose-

bud is a different place today 

than it was 10 years ago because 

of the Community Foundation.” 

Growing Grass, Trees  
& Community Pride 

Photos— Top: Rosebud FCCLA students receive the initial 
$300 grant in 2008. Next: people gather at the annual July 
3rd celebration in the growing park. Next: Beginning renova-
tions on the old music hall, soon to be community center. 
Bottom: July 3rd celebration goers enjoy a potluck dinner in 
the renovated community center.  


