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   Montanan’s are independent.  
Most are very conscientious of 

their property, at least while 
they are alive.  It’s hard to be-
lieve that 70% of Montanan’s 
die without a will.  This means 

these independent folks are 
leaving the decisions and dis-
tributions of their property up 

to the State of Montana.  This 
is what happens when you 
pass away without making 

Foundation Offers Estate Planning Training 

your wishes known through a 
will while you’re still living.   

   Our donors are important to 
us and we want to make sure 
you have every opportunity to 
ensure your goals, your wishes 

and your legacy are carried 
out.  This is why we are thrilled 
to have MSU Extension Family 

Economics Specialist Marsha 
Goetting back in Forsyth on 

Monday October 17th.  She 
will be giving at least one 

presentation that focuses on 
wills, trusts, and other im-
portant pieces of estate plan-
ning.  More information will be 

coming as the date approach-
es,  Questions?  Call the Rose-
bud-Treasure County Exten-

sion Office, 346-7320.  

 

 

You make it possible.  You make it work.  Without you, the CFNRC would not be here today helping with the pro-

jects, the people and the communities of Northern Rosebud County.  It is because of the support from donors like 

you, that the CFNRC can formally introduce its next big goal.  $500,000 by 2018.  It’s big.  It’s ambitious.  And it’s 

worth it.   

When this foundation started eight years ago, we were faced with meeting the challenge 

of the Schlesinger Family who started our foundation with $25,000 and matched 2:1 our 

local efforts to raise $50,000.  You did it, raising $50,000 along with their $100,000 giving 

us an endowment of over $175,000 by 2012. And now you can see the fruits of your labor.   

Thanks to your contributions over $90,000 has been granted back out to help support dif-

ferent projects right here in the communities of Northern Rosebud County.  These are pro-

jects that might not have otherwise been completed, as there isn’t any other organization 

who can partner with local groups, clubs, schools, and communities to help fund needed 

improvements right here at home. 

This is why we believe you will answer the call for support and help move our Community Foundation over the 

$500,000 amount. Your gift will stay right here to help build the future of Northern Rosebud County, forever.  Just 

think, the gifts you give NOW will still be helping your community in 100 years. 

Not a donor?  So if you’re reading this newsletter and thinking, “wow I didn’t even know this organization existed.”  

Don’t worry, you still have time to join your neighbors, friends and community members.  Included in this newsletter 

is a donor form.  You can fill this out and send it along with your donation to the Community Foundation. 

The Community Foundation is planning additional events & activities throughout the next couple years to help 

spread the word about the Foundation and what it stands for—the future of Northern Rosebud County.   

$500,000 by 2018  
Together we can build the future of  Northern Rosebud County 

May  2016 

CFNRC is the Best Kept Secret! 
Local community foundations are one of the best resources a community can have. Most importantly, a community 
foundation creates and grows a local permanent endowment so that it may use the earnings to give back to local 

community projects through grants.   Here’s some of the projects the CFNRC has helped fund!  

iPads for Forsyth Elementary School classes 

Forsyth Women’s Club Mural Project 

FHS Track & Field Improvements 

Forsyth Community Garden 

Forsyth Archery Club Targets 

Boy Scouts Walking Bridge 

Rosebud Community Center 

Angela Community Center  

Friends of the Pool Forsyth Wading Pool 

Rosebud County Angela Sign Project 

Ingomar Rodeo Club Improvements 

Rosebud –Treasure 4-H Shooting Sports 

Forsyth Marcye’s Park History Project 

FHS Band Drum Set 

Lion’s Club Riverside Park Pavilion 

Forsyth Library Elevator Project 

Ingomar Community Center 

Rosebud Co. Museum Pitman Collection 

Forsyth Chamber of Commerce Website 

Forsyth Women’s Club Mural Project 

Forsyth Garden Club Bench Project 

Forsyth Youth Council Field Improvements 

Boy Scouts Rosebud Health Care Hospital Helipad 

 
And so much more!  If you support any of these 
projects or your local community, then please con-
sider giving  to the CFNRC. 



 

 

    

 

      

 

Julie Howie by First State Bank Employees                
Hugh Krueger by J.R. & Mariellen Lee 

Budd Weamer by Jennifer & Scott Anderson                     
Hugh Krueger by Buzz & Ellen Coker 

Budd Weamer by Jack & Shirley Clifford                  

Giles Kallenbach by Mark & Linda Hubbard       
Betty Rolston by First State Bank Employees       
Betty Rolston by Alan Rolston & Anne Beach 
Dennis Moore by First State Bank Employees 

Robert Adams by Kirk & Jill Mackley 
Robert  Adams by Forsyth Public Schools 

Robert Adams by Scott & Jennifer Anderson 
Connie Wanner by Forsyth Public Schools 

Jim Heal by Barbara Heal 
Charles D. Watson by Mary Ellen Watson 

Donna Coate by Gene & Anita Kurtz 
Mae Ware by First State Bank of Forsyth 

Shirley M. Watson by First State Bank of Forsyth 
 

The Foundation is pleased and honored to recognize those we 

hold dear to us through honorariums and memorials. 
Visit  CFNRC at the 

County Fair 

   Who doesn’t love the fair?  Fair burgers, the carnival, 

the animals, the night shows, and the people. A sum-

mer highlight,  the Rosebud-Treasure County Fair is 

the place to be in July.   CFNRC loves it and we know 

you do to!  The Community Foundation will again be 

on-site at the 2016 Rosebud-Treasure County Fair with 

a booth inside the air conditioned exhibit hall.  Stop by 

to visit with representatives of the Foundation and see 

for yourself all the great work your financial support 

has made possible.   

 

“Forever,” is how CFNRC donor Sue Adams describes how long she’s been in-

volved within her community.  Coming from a very rural area in North Dakota, 

she says she was raised that way.  Her parents were involved in everything from 

hauling water to the school house, to being school board members.  

   These values stuck with her and her late husband Bob through the years as 

they ranched and raised their family here in Northern Rosebud County.  Over 

time they collectively racked up years of service and volunteering with things like the local 4-H program, school 

board, Cattle Women, church, and Bob’s many, many years of service on the Range Telephone Cooperative 

board.  Sue describes their belief about being involved within the community, “We both felt it’s very important to 

be involved in your community, both with your time and your finances.  If you don’t support your community, it’s 

not going to be there when you need it or want it.”   

   In 2015 Bob and Sue stayed true to their beliefs about community when they made a planned gift to the 

CFNRC. Her reasoning, “why not give to your local community where you can see the results.”  She says she 

and Bob have given to lots of different charitable causes through the years, many that were regional or national 

organizations.  What’s different about giving to the Community Foundation is it is local.  You get to witness first-

hand the benefits and impact of your financial gift.  Another reason Bob and Sue chose to make a planned gift 

is the tax incentive.  The state of Montana encourages gifts to 501(c)3 organizations by giving a substantial tax 

credit for gifts to non profits.  

   Bob and Sue’s gift is a milestone for the Community Foundation.  Their donation represents the first planned 

gift since the organization’s beginnings with the funds from Swede Schlesinger’s family.   The Community Foun-

dation appreciates  Bob & Sue’s gift to the Foundation, knowing it will continue to support the communities of 

Northern Rosebud County forever.  

 

 

Donor Spotlight: 

Bob & Sue Adams 

 

 

Project Spotlight: 

Pitman Collection 
Rosebud County Museum, Forsyth 

 
   George Pitman loved horses and wanted to be a cowboy.  His passion, 
which started growing as a young boy, led to one very adventurous life.  

He left his home in Massachusetts and set out for Cuba at the ripe age of 
15, around 1913.  A short year later he settled in Alzada, MT.  A mere ten 
years later, he found himself riding broncs at the Madison Square Garden 
Rodeo in New York City. It was here that his future career as a world class 

trick rider began.  He was riding broncs then, but thought the trick-riding 
would be a much better gig.  It was a good decision as this profession took 
him all over the world, from England to South America.  He was known na-

tionally for his skills and became the World Champion Trick Rider and Rop-
er in 1934.  He also claimed many “firsts” during his unique career, design-
ing the first horse trailer, designing & wearing the first “Eisenhower Jacket” 

a pre-runner to the modern Pendleton jacket, designing the first “rodeo 
shirt,” and the originator of many tricks and stunts.   Although adventure 
was in his blood, he put down roots in Southern Rosebud County.  He mar-
ried Anne Burns and together they made their home outside of Lame Deer 

for over fifty years.   
   His notoriety could have gone unrecognized in Rosebud County. Yet as 
fate would have it, some of his prize possessions and memorabilia made 

their way home, to be showcased at the Rosebud County Museum in For-
syth.  Spearheaded by local residents who came across a saddle of his, 
the effort to obtain some of his wears began.   When these items were of-
fered to the Rosebud County Museum, the museum board turned to the 

CFNRC to assist in purchasing some of these items that will be displayed 
at the museum.  Through the grant application process, the Foundation 
was able to help the Museum with this project. The Foundation currently 

offers two granting sessions, one in the fall and another in the spring.  In 
this process organizations, non-profits, schools and government entities 
can apply for financial assistance needed to complete projects within 
northern Rosebud County. 

   For 50 years the Rosebud County Museum in Forsyth has preserved and 
showcased the finest memorabilia past and present that area residents had to 
offer.  The museum, located in downtown Forsyth next to the courthouse, has 

over 1,000 visitors each season. The museum has some special exhibits and 
activities planned for the 2016 season to help celebrate 50 years.   
   The Pitman Collection exhibit at the Rosebud County Museum is a great 
example of community people and organizations working together.  Projects 

like this would not be possible without the support of donors who make the 
CFNRC work.  The Foundation maintains a permanent endowment of over 
$380,000 and growing.  This endowment ensures there will be financial sup-

port for community projects in Northern Rosebud County forever.  The finan-
cial gifts you give now will still be helping build and sustain the communities 
of Northern Rosebud County 100 years from now.   

 

Above:   George Pitman photos included in exhibit at the museum showcasing his career as a trick rider.  
Above Right:  Museum employees Jim & Lavina Hall show the Pitman saddles and jackets that will help make 
up the display which will be ready  for opening in May.  The CFNRC assisted in securing the memorabilia.  



 

 

What is a community foundation?  and  
Why should I care? 

     Even though the CFNRC has been around just shy of 10 years, many area residents, former residents and well, gen-
erally speaking, folks who may care about the future of Northern Rosebud County are still unfamiliar with the organiza-
tion.   IT IS one of the best kept secrets of our communities.  Please read on & we hope this information is helpful and 
answers questions you may have.  We want the CFNRC to be a “househould” name within our local communities, so we 
continue to share the message about the importance of a local community foundation. 
 
                            Thanks                 
              CFNRC Board Members 
 

What is a community foundation? 
  

 Community Foundations (CF’s) are LOCAL organizations that work to ensure there will be permanent funding for 
current and future vital, local needs, projects, and improvements.  The CFNRC through the efforts of many donors 

develops, maintains and continues to build a permanent endowment that has a current balance of around 
$380,000.  It is permanent, meaning it will be here for the betterment of Northern Rosebud County, forever.  It also 
provides a way for people to give locally, which is important because most charities do not serve rural, local com-

munities.  You give to the CFNRC and you can see the good your financial support does-it’s hands on! 
 

 Where does this money go then? You may ask.  CF’s give to local projects.  Earnings from the permanent endow-

ment are given out as grants to support local needs.   The CFNRC has awarded out over $90,000 in grants to a 
variety of projects within the communities of 
Rosebud, Forsyth, Angela and Ingomar.  Non 
profit organizations, tax exempt governments 

(schools, city, county) can apply for grants.  
CFNRC currently offers two granting cycles; one 
in the fall and another in the spring.  Decisions 

about where the money goes is made at the LO-
CAL level, right here in Northern Rosebud Coun-
ty. 

 

Why should I care? 
 

 We teach & promote local philanthropy.  CFNRC 

cares about the future of our communities.  If you 
care about Northern Rosebud County, then the 
CF is a great organization to become a part of.  

CFNRC promotes local philanthropy.  So this is important…. We believe in taking personal responsibility for the 
future of our communities.  Generations ago, the pioneers of Rosebud County made sacrifices to ensure this area 
became a great place to work, live and raise a family.  This is still true!  We promote giving back to your local com-
munity, and this is what we do! 

 

 Community Leadership.  Yes, the CF gives out grants, but it also does so much more.  It works to promote commu-
nity leadership and community development.   The CFNRC is all about the future of LOCAL communities, it pro-

motes community leadership so that the impact of the funds given out is much greater.  The CFNRC provides edu-
cational trainings, like the estate planning seminar coming up in the fall of 2016.   

 

 Lastly, the CFNRC supports you and things you care about.  Whether it’s the library, the swimming pool, the hospi-
tal, community centers, the schools, recreational activities, emergency services, activities for youth, and so much 
more, the community foundation is the  ONLY LOCAL RESOURCE that can help fund these very  vital components 
of our communities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Folks, you can’t go 

wrong if you read 

and think about 

what I have to 

share.  Then act!   

   The Community 

Foundation of 

Northern Rosebud 

County (CFNRC) 

offers a rare oppor-

tunity for you to help continue to build our 

future right here at the local level. 

   Much of the wealth of this area moves to 

far away places.  Local citizens are una-

ware of how they may help our funds grow, 

thus yielding positive returns to assist with 

local projects. 

   I have served and participated actively 

on  oodles of boards and committees since 

my arrival in this area over 55 years ago.  

The CFNRC committed to a vision of a 

working strategic plan resulting in short 

term and long term goals which assist all 

communities in Northern Rosebud Coun-

ty.  I am excited about the potential for 

CFNRC because it is a true road to suc-

cess about your money! 

   We live in one of the best areas of good 

old USA and Montana.  Let us keep 

building on what we value, and your sup-

port will bolster this effort with a passion!  

Please make choices that will help us to 

build a future...right here! 

   Look for our booth at the Rosebud 

County Fair!  I’ll be there to greet you! 

      Board Member Spotlight: 

    Eldon Rice 

     Building the Future Right Here! 
 
The entities listed below represent those who have already given in 2016.  If you believe in supporting our 
communities, you still have time to donate.  Complete the included donation form and send your contribution in 
today! 

*LEGACY $5000.+ 
Swede Schlesinger Family 
Edna Olson 
Robert & Sue Adams 

 

VISIONARY $1,000-$4,999 
Spanwell Services Inc. 

 
CHAMPION $500-$999 
Curt & Karla Gambill 
Sundowner Inn 
Bill & Cheryl Schwarzkoph 

 

SUSTAINER $250-$499 
Dennis Kopitzke 
Shan Kuntz, State Farm Insurance 
Kevin & Pier Brewer  
 

SUPPORTER $50-$249 
Forsyth Hardware & Home Center 
Rosebud County Insurance 
Rocky & Kay Berdahl 
Bruce Lee 
Forsyth Feed & Ag Supply 
Ed & Pearl Hein 
Darrell & Steffani Grogan 
Kirk & Jill Mackley 
Mees Ranch 
Sonja Crocker 
Joseph & Dusty Jo Schiffer 
First State Bank of Forsyth 

 
 
 

BUILDER $10-$49 
Nancy May 
Harold & Eva Lasater 
Howard & Johnna Newman 
Walt & Linda Tadsen 
Patricia Nile 
Mike Riley 
Carol Quinlan 
Barbara Heal 
Mary Ellen Watson 
Doug & Cheryl Heser 
Stevenson & Sons Funeral Home 
Gene & Anita Kurtz 
Longhorn Bar 

All donations are based on annual contributions EXCEPT the Legacy Level, which represents life-
time contributions.  Memorial & honor givers are listed within the Levels of Giving as well.  We apolo-
gize if we misspelled or left anyone out.  We make all attempts to include everyone.  If you see an 
error, please don’t hesitate to let us know so we can correct it! 

CFNRC 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Darrell Grogan 

President 
 

Eldon Rice 
Vice President 

 
Celeste Rohrich 

Treasurer 
 

Cheryl Schwarzkoph 
Secretary 

 
Jennifer Anderson 

Jill Mackley 
Holly Espy 



 

 

   Recently, the Foundation Board has 
had several inquiries about “how to” 
give memorials and/or honor gifts in 
another’s name.  Given the interest in 
this topic, the  Board felt it was  a 
great time to share how donors can 
give a gift in another’s name.     First, it 
is important to note these funds go 
into the permanent endowment like 
any other donation, unless the donor 
specifies the funds be used for a spe-
cific purpose. 
   The donor form included in this edi-
tion has a space for donors to desig-
nate a donation as a memorial.  All 
that is necessary of the donor is to 
mark that this gift is in honor or 
memory of someone, and write in this 

Giving Memorials and Honor Gifts to the Foundation 

person’s name.  Lastly, the Board asks 
that the donor provide the name and 
address of who should receive an 
acknowledgement of the gift.  This is 
most generally the family member’s of 
the memorial, or the person himself if it 
is an honor gift.  This is an important 
step as the Foundation sends a per-
sonalized note to the family sharing 
this wonderful gift with them.  Typical-
ly, in this acknowledgement is the do-
nor’s name, address and amount.  
However, these gifts can be given 
anonymously as well. 
   What happens if you don’t have a 
donation form available?  The Founda-
tion is working on making this form 
available on the website, 

www.cfnrc.org so that you can down-
load it anytime.  However, giving a 
memorial is simple.  You don’t even 
need the actual donor form.  You can 
send in your gift with the information 
listed above and the Foundation will 
make sure the gift is taken care of. 
   These gifts are recognized through-
out the year in Foundation publica-
tions just like other donations.  These 
are also listed in the Levels of Giving. 
   Selecting the Community Foundation 
as a recipient of a memorial is a won-
derful way to honor loved ones or spe-
cial individuals while also giving back 
to the communities of Northern Rose-
bud County.    

A message from our president 

               Darrell Grogan 
    Our Community Foundation of Northern Rosebud County (CFNRC) is adminis-
tering the granting of earnings from over $380,000 of permanent endowment for 

our area.  Many of you have been a part of this success and will help us reach our 
goal of $500,000 which we expect to achieve within 2 years.  What a great way to 
give back to our communities and leave resources for the generations that follow 
us.  

CFNRC provides leadership and financial resources to help with projects that sus-
tain, improve, and grow our communities in Northern Rosebud County. We have 

become much more sophisticated with our resources through Montana Community Foundation to be able to 

provide financial planning, training, and resources to set up Planned Gifts and Donor Advised Funds to make 
sure your philanthropic goals are met. Our professionals can work with you and your advisors to help evaluate 
the tax advantages of donating appreciated real estate, common stock, livestock, or other assets.    
   Along with hundreds of community members, I want to tell you about two very significant contributors helped 

get our endowment to where it is today.  The Schlesinger Family felt it was important to give back to the com-
munities where Swede lived and challenged us by starting our foundation with $25,000, then matched dona-
tions 2:1 for the next 5 years.  We raised $50,000 and the Schlesinger Family added another $100,000.  Edna 

Olson wanted to leave something specifically for youth and designated $100,000 in her will to be endowed with 
the earnings to permanently benefit youth in our area.  Wow!  Two great examples of community minded indi-
viduals! 

Thank you for your support.  Together we will continue to grow the endowment and provide grants for worthy 
projects in our area.  Fill out the donor information page in this newsletter and return with your check.  We will 
make sure to recognize your support at our booth during the County Fair this summer (unless you wish to re-
main anonymous).   

   Come see what we have been up to at the Fair, and be sure to watch for our fall estate planning meeting that 
will give you ideas of how to make sure your assets are distributed in accordance with your desires. 
 

      Darrell Grogan 
      President, CFNRC 

 

 

YES! I  Want to Help Build the Future….Right Here  
In Northern Rosebud County 

 

 If you would like to continue supporting the great work of the Community Foundation of 
 Northern Rosebud County, please complete this donation form and return it along with 

 your donation  to PO Box 1395 Forsyth, MT  59327.  Please make checks payable to 
 MCF/CFNRC. 

 

Donor Contact Information 
Please list as you wish to be recognized 

 
Name:                 
 

Organization/Business:      Address:      
 
City        State & Zip:      

 
Phone:        Email:       
 
Join our foundation’s efforts in building the future, right here.  Please select the level of giving that best fits your desires. 

 
 ___ Builder $10-$49          ___Sustainer $250-$499            ___ Visionary $1,000-$4,999   
 ___ Supporter $50-$249          ___ Champion $500-$999      ___ *Legacy $5,000+  

                                                 
 $____________  Total Amount Given.   Please make checks payable to MCF/CFNRC 
 

Publicity:  Gifts will be listed in annual publications unless otherwise requested. 
 
 _____ NO, I wish for my donation to remain anonymous 

 

Is this gift: _____ in honor of _____ in memory of : __________________________________________________   
  
 Name & Address of Gift Acknowledgment:____________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 The Foundation will send an acknowledgment to the family/honoree if address is provided. 

 

The CFNRC appreciates all gifts.  Are you interested in learning more about:  
 _____  estate planning to include a charitable gift. 
 _____  the tax advantage of giving livestock, common stock or other assets as a charitable gift.   

 
 
*Legacy Gifts are recognized as lifetime gifts. 
** The Community Foundation of Northern Rosebud County operates under the provisions of the 501(c)(3) status of the Montana Community Founda-
tion.    MCF exercises fiscal oversight, fund accounting, record keeping and reporting, and provides professional financial management for the Commu-
nity Foundation of Northern Rosebud County. 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 
 

Please remember to complete this form and return it with your donation to:  

 
Community Foundation of Northern Rosebud County 

PO Box 1395 
Forsyth, MT 59327 

www.cfnrc.org 
 NL516 


